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nobody for whom she cared, it was the minister, with
her consent and her help, who decided, without the
King having the least suspicion. He thought he dis-
posed of everything by himself; whilst, in fact, he dis-
posed only of the smallest part, and always then by
chance, except on the rare occasions when he specially
wished to favour some one.

As for state matters, if Madame de Maintenon wished
to make them succeed, fail, or turn in some particular
fashion (which happened much less often than where
favours and appointments were in the wind,) the same
intelligence and the same intrigue were carried on
between herself and the minister. By these particulars
it will be seen that this clever woman did nearly all she
wished, but not when or how she wished.

There was another scheme if the King stood out;
it was to avoid decision by confusing and spinning out
the matter in hand, or by substituting another as
though arising opportunely out of k, and by which it
was turned aside, or by proposing that some explana-
tions should be obtained. The first ideas of the King
were thus weakened, and the charge was afterwards
returned to, with the same address, oftentimes with
success.

It is this which made the ministers so necessary to
Madame de Maintenon, and her so necessary to them.
She rendered them, in fact, continual services by means
- of the King, in return for the services they rendered
her. The mutual concerns, therefore, between her and
them were infinite; the King, all the while, not having
the slightest suspicion of what was going on!

The power of Madame deMaintenon was, as may be